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OPINION 638 


LEP1DOGASTER COUCHII KENT, 1883 (PISCES) ; SUPPRESSION 
UNDER THE PLENARY POWERS 

RULING. —(1) Under the plenary powers the specific name couchii Kent, 
1883, as published in the binomen Lepidogaster [sic] couchii , is hereby suppressed 
for the purposes of the Law of Priority but not for those of the Law of 
Homonymy. 

(2) The generic name Apletodon Briggs, 1955 (gender : masculine), type- 
species, by monotypy, Lepadogaster microcephalies Brook, 1889, is hereby 
placed on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology with the Name No. 1487. 

(3) The specific name microcephalies Brook, 1889, as published in the binomen 
Lepadogaster microcephalies (type-species of Apletodon Briggs, 1955) is hereby 
placed on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology with the Name No. 1827. 

(4) The generic name Lepidogaster Kent, 1883 (an incorrect spelling for 
Lepadogaster Gouan, 1770) is hereby placed on the Official Index of Rejected 
and Invalid Generic Names in Zoology with the Name No. 1568. 

(5) The specific name couchii Kent, 1883, as published in the binomen 
Lepidogaster [sic] couchii (suppressed under the plenary powers in (1) above) 
is hereby placed on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names 
in Zoology with the Name No. 704. 


HISTORY OF THE CASE (Z.N.(S.) 1330) 

The present case was submitted to the Office of the Commission in March 
1958. It was sent to the printer on 27 June 1960 and was published on 
5 December 1960 in Bull . zool. Nomencl . 18 : 79-80. Public Notice of the 
possible use of the plenary powers in the present case was given in the same 
part of the Bulletin as well as to the other prescribed serial publications (Bull, 
zool. Nomencl. 4 : 51-56). No objection was received. 

DECISION OF THE COMMISSION 
On 2 October 1961 the Members of the Commission were invited to vote 
under the Three-Month Rule on Voting Paper (61)29 either for or against the 
proposals set out in Bull . zool. Nomencl. 18 : 80. At the close of the prescribed 
Voting Period on 2 January 1962 the state of the voting was as follows : 

Affirmative Votes—twenty (20), received in the following order : Evans, 
Holthuis, Hemming, Munroe, Vokes, Mayr, Hering, Obruchev, Riley, Uchida, 
Brinck, Alvarado, do Amaral, Key, Jaczewski, Tortonese, Mertens, Kiihnelt, 
Bonnet, Poll. 

Negative Votes—three (3) : Lemche, Bradley, Miller. 

Voting Papers not returned—two (2) : Boschma, Prantl. 

Commissioner Stoll returned a late affirmative vote. 
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votI he foU0Wing comments were made by Commissioners in returning their 

Dr. H. Lemche (6.xi.61): The species in question does not appear to have 
any really well established name. The reasons given by the applicant for 
rejecting couchn ” are merely inadequacies in the description—which have 
never been considered decisive in nomenclature. 

Prof. J. Chester Bradley (10.xi.61) : I see no warrant here for use of the 
penary powers. No confusion exists. No-one questions the identity of 
couchn ; Kent made an honest attempt to differentiate it; his description was 
no worse than many that are accepted ; Brook thought that in microcephalus 
he was creating a synonym. A neotype for couchii is all that is needed to give 
it farm foundation. 6 


Original References 

r • . The ? re the original references for the names placed on Official 

Xjsts and Indexes by the Ruling given in the present Opinion : 

Apletodon Briggs, 1955, Stanford Ichth. Bull. 6 : 22 25 

Win Lepidogaster, Kent, 1883, Handb. Marini Freshw. Fishes Brit. Is ■ 
00—00 

Lepidogaster Kent, 1883, Handb. Marine Freshw. Fishes Brit Is • 55-56 

Br °° k ’ 1889, Proc ' roy ' phys ' Soc - Edinhur 3 h 


CERTIFICATE 

outabove 6 SS at v ° tes * cast on Votin g Paper (61)29 were cast as set 
l Pr ° P0Sal S6t ° Ut m that Votitl g Paper has been duly adopted 

tTe ?nt^ P + a 7r?° We - S ’ and that the decisi0n 80 taken > be ing the decision of 
the International Commission, is truly recorded in the present Opinion No. 638. 

N. D. RILEY 

Secretary E ' CH ™ A 

Assistant Secretary 

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature 

London 
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